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Freedom from the Past..! 
And as we proudly hoist the 

fl ag today, imagine our surprise 
and consternation if the flag 
doesn’t rise, “Hey,” we shout, 
“Come on, we are hoisting you 
up. Fly free!”

“I can’t!” says the fl ag.

“And why not?” we ask, huffi ng 
and puffing to pull the rope 
that holds the fl ag, but the fl ag 
refuses to go up!

“Because I can’t leave the 
ground,  I  have too much 
baggage! I’m stuck!”

 Now I’m going to move away 
from that rather grim picture 
I’ve painted for you. Two days 
ago, billionaire and Infosys’s 
chairman Mr Narayana Murthy, 
quoted Former US President 
Franklin Roosevelt, who defi ned 
a true democracy as having 
four freedoms; freedom of 
expression, freedom from fear, 
freedom of faith, and freedom 
from want!

But, and do get this straight, 
all these four freedoms are 
birthed and are possible only 

if we have freedom from the 
past. I’m going to quickly take 
you to the Chandrayaan-3 take-
off to the moon: How glorious 
the take-off was, how proud 
we felt as a country, but lo and 
behold, a little later we watched 
concerned as something fell off 
the rocket, and a little later some 
else and something more. But 
even as we show concern, the 
scientists smile, because they 
know that for the rocket to rise, 
the boosters on either side have 
to fall off and later other parts 
too, to allow the rocket to rise, 
go faster and fi nally land on the 
moon.

The same for our flag, the 
same for our democracy. We 
need to give up our past. 
Independence means getting 
rid of the baggage of the past 
and moving on. Stop talking of 
the horrors of the partition, or 
what the Mughals did or what 
the British took away. Leave 
hurts behind because in getting 
ensnared in them, we don’t 
move forward. Europe was once 
made up of little kingdoms that 

warred with each other, till one 
day, they let go of their past, 
decided that to become powerful 
and strong, they needed to form 
a union, the EU came together, 
and today is a formidable force 
in the world.

When we refuse to give up our 
past, which often are memories 
of injustice, and terror, and 
slavery and subjugation, it fuels 
today’s anger and hate and 
violence! And this fuel, these 
reminders of the past are what 
politicians use to keep you in that 
state of unrest forever.

Today on Independence Day, 
stop them from allowing us to 
fl y high.

As you celebrate Independence 
Day, lean forward a bit; do you 
hear the flag being hoisted 
screaming joyfully, “I am free! 
I am not weighed down by the 
baggage of the past!”?

Then and only then will we be 
truly an independent nation…! 

bobsbanter@gmail.com
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� Total Income from Operations 208.33 132.41 592.31 1,245.42

� Net Profit / (Loss)   for the period before Tax, Exceptional    and/or    Extraordinary items (98.56) (132.10) 218.96 (171.93)

� Net Profit / (Loss) for the period before tax after Exceptional and/or Extraordinary items (98.56) (132.10) 218.96 (171.93)

� Net Profit / (Loss) for the period after tax after Exceptional and/or Extraordinary items (97.92) (131.52) 219.79 (168.93)

�
Total Comprehensive Income for the period [Comprising  Profit  /  (Loss)  for  the  period 

(after    tax)    and    Other    Comprehensive Income (after tax)]
(97.91) (131.53) 219.76 (168.88)

� Equity Share Capital 1,083.23             1,083.23             1,083.23                  1,083.23                         

Earnings Per Share (of Rs.2/- each) (for continuing and discontinued operations) - 

1.  Basic: (0.18) (0.24) 0.41 (0.31)

2.  Diluted (0.18) (0.24) 0.41 (0.31)
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 ������	��� ���������� ���������� ���������� ����������

���������� ���������� ��������� ���������

� Total Income from Operations 208.33 132.41 591.37 1,244.48

� Net Profit / (Loss) for the period before tax after Exceptional and/or Extraordinary items (98.55) (132.09) 218.03 (172.81)

� Net Profit / (Loss) for the period after tax after Exceptional and/or Extraordinary items (97.91) (131.51) 218.86 (169.81)

�
Total Comprehensive Income for the period [Comprising  Profit  /  (Loss)  for  the  period 

(after    tax)    and    Other    Comprehensive Income (after tax)]
(97.90) (131.52) 218.83 (169.76)
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Chennai, Aug 15:  
The inaugural ceremony 

of the All India Open 
Person with Disabilities 
Sports Meet-2023 held 
recently at the Tamil Nadu 

Physical Education and 
Sports University campus. 
Dr. M. Sundar, Vice-
Chancellor of the Tamil 
Nadu Physical Education 
and Sports University 

delivered the welcome 
address on the occasion. 
Mrs.RamaniBalasundaram, 
Trustee of VIT Bhopal 
University, was the Chief 
Guest of the event and 

Person with Disabilities Sports Meet held
inaugurated the Games by 

lighting the torch. Shealso 

honored the athletes who 

won the athletics by 

giving them medals.  

M o r e  t h a n  4 0 0 

athletes from all over 

the country including 

Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, 

Madhya Pradesh, and 

Delhi participated in 

the national-level sports 

compet i t ion for the 

differently abled.   

Competitions were held 

in various categories 

like cricket, kabaddi, 

and athletics. Sports 

competitions will end on 

13.08.2023 in the evening. 

During the valedictory 

ceremony, prizes will be 

awarded to the winners 

of the competition.VIT 

Bhopal has provided 

sponsorship to the players 

who participated in the 

sports tournament using 

wheelchairs.  

Florida, Aug 15:  
Team India Coach 

Rahul Dravid hinted at 
a few injured players 
making a comeback into 
the side for the Asia 
Cup.  

 “We have a few 
guys coming back from 
injuries in any case. 
We have to give them 
opportunities to play 
(in Asia Cup),” he told 

Injury-recovered players may return 
for Asia Cup: Dravid

Guwahati, Aug 15:  
Chennaiyin FC 

have continued their 
dominance in the ongoing 
Durand Cup 2023 with a 
commanding 3-0 victory 
against Tribhuwan 
Army to advance to the 
quarterfinals at the Indira 
Gandhi Athletic Stadium 
here on Monday.  

The opening goal 
was scored in the 22nd 
minute after Connor 
Shields set up winger 
Farukh Choudhary with 
a precise pass as the 
Indian forward scored his 
first goal for the club. 
Rahim Ali then extended 
the lead with his goal 
from the penalty spot in 
the 39th minute before 
Rafael Crivellaro struck 
in the 83rd minute to 

Chennaiyin beat Tribhuwan 
3-0, enter Durand last 4

BCCI tv in post-match 
conference.  

Dravid’s comments 
come in the wake of 
K.L. Rahul and Shreyas 
Iyer undergoing fitness 
training at the National 
Cricket Academy in 
Bengaluru.  

Shreyas had suffered 
a back injury during 
the Test series against 
Australia earlier this year 
whereas Rahul sustained 
a thigh injury during the 
IPL 2023.  

Both are recuperating 
after undergoing 

surgeries at the NCA, 
but there has not been 
any confirmation on 
their return into the 
national team. However, 
they might be a part 
of the preparation camp 
for Asia Cup at NCA, 
beginning August 23.

seal the victory for his 
side.   Owen Coyle’s 
men began the match 
with high intensity and 
came close to breaking 
the deadlock in the 9th 
minute when a cross 
from Connor Shields 
found Farukh Choudhary 
for an instant attempt 
that narrowly missed its 
mark. Chennaiyin FC’s 
relentless pursuit paid 
off in the 22nd minute 
when Shields played an 
accurate cut-back pass 
to Farukh who deftly 
put the ball in the back 
of the net to score his 
debut goal for the club.  

 Ramani Balasundaram, Trustee of VIT Bhopal University, honoring the winners of the All India open person 
with Disabilities Sports Meet-2023, held at the Tamil Nadu Physical Education and Sports University campus. 
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ெச"ைன ஆக 15-–  
ெச"ைன (ைற*க+,. இத" 

ேச3ம" 67. பா:வா., பா= 
ெஜக" ?வ" ராA அரCD. ேதEய 
ெகாGைய ஏIJ ைவ+( 6தK,ர 
,ன Lழா ெகாNடாPட+ைத 
(வQD ைவ+தா3.   
அவ" ேப&ைக)*, ம-ரவாய* 
பற234 சாைல ம7ேப8 
ப9:க சர23 :ைனய4 <=கா 
ம>?4 ச@பAB* -வ2க7பCட 
ப=க" இற=3 தள4 ம>?4 
ேஜாலா"ேபCைட சர23 :ைனய4 
வசBகI ெச9ைன -ைற:க 
வள"KL23 உ?-ைணயாக இO234 
எ9? ெதQRAதா". 
ேமT4 நட7V (2023) ஆ]^* 
:_ைதய ஆ]ைட காC^T4 
அBகபCசமாக 48.95 d*eய9 
ெமCQ2 ட9 சர23கI ைகயா]8 
சாதைன பைடA-Iள-. 
இதfைடய உபQ gகர ெதாைக 
h. 156 ேகா^யாக கட_த 10 
ஆ]8கk* அBகA ெதாைகயாக 
சாதைன பைடA-Iள-.  ெச9ைன 

-ைற:க4 சlக நலABCட=களாக 
த]ைடயா"ேபCைட mC8 
வசB காலn ெச9ைன -ைற:க 
உய"gைல7பIk பாV ெஜகoவ9 
ரா4 அர=க4 ஆpயைவ 
qரைம2க7பC8 V-7ெபாerட9 
Rள=3p9றன எ9றா".   
மாணவ"கs23 பIk2 
கCடணAB* l9t* ஒO 
ப=காக 3ைற2க7பC8Iள-. 
இலவச qOைட, பாட7VAதக4, 
உபகORகI, பIk ைப ேபா9றைவ 
அைனA- மாணவ"கs234 
இலவசமாக வழ=க7பCட-. 
Lற7V ரக 3ழ_ைதகs23 ப)>L 
ைமய:4 -வ2க7பCட-. ெச9ைன 
-ைற:க மOA-வமைனw4 
நmன7ப8Aத7பC8Iள-. ப&ைம 
xygைல இ=ேக gலrpற- எ9?4 
அவ" ெதQRAதா".   RழாR* 
-ைண ேச"ம9 எz. Rzவநாத9, 
தைலைம க]கா{7V அBகாQ எz. 
:ரk pO|ண9 ம>?4 ெச9ைன 
-ைற:கAB9 ப*ேவ? }Qr 
g"வாpகI கல_- ெகா]டன".   

‘‘ம!ரவாய& பற*+, சாைல, ம1ேப3 ப45க சர*+ 5ைனய,   
89கா :;ட9க= >ல, ெச4ைன !ைற5க, வளABC ெபD,’’   
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